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District Proposes Closing l{ing Sehool
Staff, Parents, Residents Rally to Save our Neighborhood School

by Ze daLuz

Nearly 70 parenb, teachers and neighbors gatrrered
at Martin Iltrer King Elementary May 3 to hear Mona
Bailey, Deputy Strperintendent of Schools, present the
dishicfs proposal to close Kingatthe end of trre current
schoolyear. The buildingwould remain open, tempo
rarily housing tre African American Academy. Over-
whelming opposition to ftre proposal was voiced.

School shff were only informed of the proposal
April 28, and tre district plins to pres?rt it for a vote at
tre Seatde School BoardsMay 19 meeting.

The plan would place 376 students atthe school and
requires two to trree portables (school capacity is 300).
King students would have ftre choice of enrolling at ffre
Academy or choosing anotrer school in treir "cluste/'.
The Academy plans to add one grade per year, growing
into aK€ orpossibly aK-L2 school.

?armb haae not been wrhd with and we're angry
Our neigltborlnd lns bem t)bldeL You're tellittg us we
bnl aunt,"saidJo Marie Cunningham, parentand
member of trre community council.

King School was targeted because of low enroll-
ment - which has been caused parfly by tre dishicfs
racial quotas - a policy which was just changed to allow
up to 82.5% of any one ftrce. TheAcademy's student
bodyis 84%African American - an ironic twistwhich was
not lost on neighborhood parents of Afican American
children notallowed to afrend King.

Alftougfr Ms. Bailey insisted ftris was a proposal,
not an edict she brought ftrree representatives from tre
Parentkrformation Center (PIC) to encourage parents to
fll out a new sfudent assignment form. The printed
forms showed choices for our cluster - King School
was not one of lhem. They advised parents to make a
new choice before May 14 wen trough the proposal will
notbevoted on until tre 19lh!

Tou a,svme ue don't mre You're Stuirrg tts 30 day
to dtange ourliaa and ourhids'liu6." - Melba Mitchell,
parent

Since tre dishictis allowing a/l parenb to change
trreir choice due to ftre rerrision in racial quotas, we asked
whetrrer King School would appear as a choice. John
Humphrep auld tnt arcutq frte question.

The entire proposal, then, was presented as an
already accomplished fict Ms. Bailey was unprepared

for tre nearly unnnirnous ol4tosition from her
audience. Parents, while making it clear trey weren't
attacking the Academy, told tre disbict trat it is
unacoeptable to close Xing Scnool Theywere also
outspoken abouttre rudeness and arrogance ofthe
distuicf who blpassed ftre Ste Council/SbfFParent
ManagementTeam while dreaming up trris "solution" to
trre problem of frre homeless Academy.

'Wh ere is th e parant Partnaship in this deci^sion?
We'u e b ean igno rd and th e Amden/s pincip all b eat
used. as a patnt3 - Ruby [nve, SPMT parent
representative

After nearly trree hours, Ms. BaileysfiJ/ seemed
unsure of whatwe were saying, asking us to clariff ftre
message she should take back to William Kendridc
(Statr did not bkenotes ftrrougfiout tre discussion)

Ruby love spoke eloquenflyto sum upwhatwe
wanl and whatwe deserve. 

continued on page 2

Harri son-Denny Community
Council General Meeting

IVIAT 18
7:30 p.m.

2915 E. Madison nO4

Reiqhborhood €ommunify C€nfer
Discussion

We will vote on our proposal to buy
property for a Community Center.

***
Also on the agenda:

1993 Executive Board Elections
MLK School -- Action PIan

The Executive Board will meet at 6pm.
Everyone's welcome to attend both meetings.

***



Ilnlearning Bias & Raeism
by Dove John

Have you ever felt uncomfortable at community
evenb, on the sheeb, orin the nei.ghborhood because
some people seemed to be
biased againstyou? Have
you everfeltur
comfortable about hking
partin neighborhood
gafterings becauseyou
might be rejected for your
incomelerrel orsexual
orientation? Have you felt
"invisible" because of
yourage oryourweighP

The Harrison Denny
Community Council has
applied for funds to start
an'Unlear ningRacism
and Bias Oreanizing
Projecfl this summer.
First we will seek tainers
to help us unlearn tre
biaseswhich have divided us here in frre neighborhood.
We will tren interview all residents interested in telling
us aboutproblems of bias trey or otrers have
experienced in our community. Then we will have
ongoing group taining to overcome barriers to
harmonious neighborhood relations.

Througfi this process we will also gafrrer neigfi-
borhood history. And, we will identiff community-wide
issues we can address as a united fronL Our community
canbecome a model forftre city and the nation!

Eaeryvne interested in joining ftre tainer search
committee and/or ftre taining project should contact
Pamela English at tre HDCC office by calling 86G8039
(please leave a message|.
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Bob & Rani Takhar

2811 E Madlson Are..Seattb,WA 98112'(206) 322-7776

206 -324-2041
206 -3254740 wenings

call Pete Giuchici

Pete's Seafoods

'A Quality Seafood Connection"

270IE. Madison
Seattle, WA 98112

King Sehool Fffits Closure
continuedfrompage I

'We uant tn disas positiae optiotsfor our sdtool.
We uant to strengthen our sdnol. We want ta wrh uith
you as partnen in our dtildrenk ed,ucation. We are uiUing
to hdp lvu find the Acodany anothu pl.ace

'We are notwillinglto acept ftis propxl!"
WhatnexP On May 6, members of SPMT

discussed an action plan, which includes writingletrers of
supportfor King School to tre School Board and School
Superintendenl They will request a meeting wi*r the
Academy, and will also ask trre Board to include them on
tre May 19 agenda

I urge parenb and neighbors to write and/or call
trre Seatde School Board and the Superintendentof
Schools to protest the closure of King School - hardly a
ftting end after 80 years of serving our community!
Please act quicldy-tre address and phone:

Seattle School Board 29&7MO
SuperintendentKendrick 29&7lOO
815 FourthArrenue N.
Seatfle, \MA 98109
Please call tre HDCC office at86O8039 for tre

latest information. We will discuss a plan of action at our
next general meeting, May 18, 7:30pm.

Save Our School!

cArt tLorr

29O1 EAST MADISON

SEATTLE, WASHlNGTON

9E 1 12

(206) 325-9 1 00
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by Zt daLuz

Cluda McDadc's smile and gantle nature are

fumiliarto many oftrs wln aolunteerforthe Communis
Council, as well as tn maryfolk in the neigftborhood I
askedthis auy special pason ta dnre abit of his wiilotn'-
and abit ofhislife--with us

How lottg houeyou liued k the neigfuborhoad?

I moved here in October of 19&[, and have lived in
my same house since then.

Whm didyvufits't gd inaolued with the Communifi
Council?

The frst invohement I had was witrr trre Madison
Valley Concerned Citizens dwing the'70s. They covered
a slighdy differentarea Madison to Howell and MLKto
32nd East

Then I came to ftre first Spashefii Dinner in 1988,

because I was happy to see a neighborhood organization
startingup again. I was impressedwith trrebigfurnout
and witrr tre people who had organized tre event, so I
started working witrr ffrem. I was elected Vice President
in 1990 and have been reelected twice since tren.

What are your &ttia as dce Praidatt?
Ifs a simple job for me to do. I jusT ask questions

and help make decisions, but frrere's not a lot of paper-

work I also fill in for our presidentwhen he's not
available.

I help out on all our projecb wherever I can and by
to make others'work easier; servingwhere I'm necded.

I helped on the remodeling of ffre Before and After-
school portable, worked witrr tre commiftees on tte
Progressive Dinner, and am working on frte Reunion
Committee, tre Newsletter Committee, tre Diversity
Festival Committee, and the CookbookProjecl Alotof
my work involves spreading trre word about whafs going

on here.

166dsoeed

E?:j,%r
Generol Controctlng o Llcensed & Bonded

FlnLh work r Coronrlc tlb r Mqrblc ' Jocuzzl lubr

9101 8th Avenue N.E. MARK GOODSPEED
Seattle, WA 98115 (206) 523-2866

GOODSCS09306

322-Bg4O Gerrard, Beatie & Knapp' Inc.

An Interrtew with Charles ilIeDade

It sunds lihe you don't haae mudt free time with all
tlnse froiects, but when gvu da, what are Tvur othr
intera6?

I always hke time for myself I like to play in my
garden, visit friends - - my friends are very imporhnt to

me. I help and support my friends'projects,like moving
house, and I counsel *rem. I also enjoy writing, making
art and music.

h tou think the idea of 'communiS' is gettirtg

#ttng u in our n eighb o rh o od?
The neighborhood is becoming befrer - - people

come out and come togetrer more than errer. I trink ifs
gorng in a positive direction. I would like people to
become more in touch, in trng in harmonywith each

oflrer. I love to see people working and playing togetrer.
The idea of community is growing-' some folks

aren't coming direcfly to the community council but frrey

are aware of whafs going on. I always encourage people

to help out any way *rey can.
People want to stay here because trrey know fie

community has some*ring golng. New people have told
me they like whafs happeninghere. ln fict, I know
people who'd like to move here and participate butjust
havenlt been able to fnd a place, parfly because ifs too

expensive.
What do 1vu thkh about the council's plan to gd a

community canter for our neigliborhood?
I'd love to have a community center. If ifs possible

to get trre property we're tying for, I'm all for it Ifs right
in tre heart of trre neighborhood, and I flrink people

wouldbe drawn to usingil
Bdore I ant. a.shed one qurtion, you handed tne this

beautifuI nedo. I loae it - - it's s dear
I wanted to let trris message go out so other people

c:n see how simple it can be. Life knocks us around, and

it teaches us to be shong. We need each otrter in so

manyways.
Charl a, thank you a uy mudt. for arcrythin g.

ooo
ft$purposeintftis cuttmunityis to ktifttnut, a

hritge futwemtfrcpeoph
1. fi$t, t fia[tn frnmtottltstttrysq.

t fiaf, to ndfo nre ry tfrougfi* urre n"eaer to

furt atutfr,cr pm on or tftinq.

ryfitfr tfrat 6ase t praculel witfi a &m nint'
fuwwing wfrat my purpose an[intentiotu rwte.

'U,fncfi hringt ne to tfrc trutfr as I mf,mtdnf,
it,witfrinnu,

'tfutratfr fran setrynlntfu, antrynh[
fras setnefne I frcwtu semts.

t gaiwtrerytftiilg ontfris eartfitfiat luntm4
tring tfiercpn:ncipfzs.co c



Wednesday

Satuday

Monday

Tuesday

May 12

May 15

May 17

May 18

7:3opm

3:fi!'7:fl!

7:(X)pm

6:OOpm
7:3Opm

Diversity Festival Gommittee

MLlgllanison School
SOth Birthday Gelebration

Office

King School

Wednesday May 19

Monday

Tuesday

June 14 7:(X)pm

June 15 6:(X)pm
7:3opm

Youth Group
Speaken Andrew Lofton, Deputy Mayor Office

Executive Board Meeting Office
Gommunity Gouncil General Meeting
Elec'tion of Council Officerc for 1993

School Boald hearing on MLK Proposed Glosure
Plase all the ofllce at 86A8039 for mote information

Youth Group Office
Speaker: Donovan Jackson, Mail & Parcels on Madison

Executive Board Meeting Office
Gommunity Gouncil General Meeting
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I DIUERS|W FESTIUAT I

August 1993
i * We are looking lor vendors

I
I
I

DO YOU NEEI) BEFOREAT.ID AFTER SCHOOL CARE

FORYOUR CHILDRU\?

MADISON VATLEY FAMILY PROORAMS
at Martln Luther King Jr. Elementary

has space in our

Before & After School Program
Chess Club * Dance Classes * Computer Center

Financial Assisfonce ond Scholorships Anilable

860-8039
I *Sctlyour*hnlcgoodicr! I

I * Set up lrour booth I I

| * Gontecrpenetretr6o.ao3e I
I
I K cotttEtt ontcouponbctow
I "*tsndbpidbyrlodt!,A$d1fi. I
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Iillame r

!Add'r*

lcity Steto zip _ I

lTtp, 
of merchendise:

I tr jewelry

!nma

YOUR NEtGi{ SOR|{OOD CO}lpUtEn SOURCE
trlc, trruhr, Op3nlrr, Trdnlag t lmtrrctba

tAt ZotPatce EtA

?9.W_l@ll ffiil1ffi*.o
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t''-. frflUfr nN'fl f;C*douln&hdfrn lI frfrfi4tifld hffi ff,lsl hdqillb r SlEl ?rl,gMs 6,0 t nH*, 3J, Al h Aut *
For Fuftsr lnlormdion, Call Jim d (206) 323-8358 (Madison ParkAru)
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ail worlt

olher

!D ethnic background

; Return to HDCC,2915 E. Madison, #204,

I Seattle,WA 98112. Ouestions? Call 86G'8039. I
Lr:r r rrr-rr r-- rrr rr-J

FREMOI{T
71 1 N. Northlake Way

seatile, wA 98103

206/547-2086
(Main otfice)

MAOISOiI PARI( EASTLAKE
3130 E. Madison St., #104 1165 Eastlake Ave. E

seatile, wA 98112 Seanle, WA 98'109

329-9133 623-2939



Writeres Corner
Thanks to botrr our writers this month,

AlisonYoun8! and Dale liim, for submitting
treirwork

Alison is alongtime neighborhood resident
who's recenfly rearranged her lifestyle to have more
time for writing. I really identified with her piece - it
brouglrt back memories of all trre alleyrnnys Ite
walked.

Dale recenfly moved here from Seoul, Kore4
and is trying to make tre adjustnent from 'big city''

to "sleepy Seade". This poem came to him during
high school English -where I also wrote some of my
best poems (not as assigned worklD.

The newsleterwelcomes writers and artists to
submit flreir worlg which will be published as space

permib. Thanksagain!

It's nonnal andhealthY
for teenagerc to exPlore all
sides of human na'ture, euen

suicide. But if yu know
som eone uho talhs frequ entlY
of being better off dead; sPends

nearly all their time alone;
fu esnl mahe future flans;
seerns unhaPPY or dePressed

most of the time -'theY maY
be at rish.

If you'd lihe more infor-
matian on signs of suicide,
call the Ct"sis Clinic Infor-
mation Line, 467-320A If
ynu need someone to talh to
about your ounfeelings of
deprsion, call the 24hour
CrisLs Line at 467'3222

Silenced
by Dale Kim

Today it confuad me,

And toniqht it'a very clean, -
I found the answer in a t'eac
Toni7ht I'llclcanse mY ePirit,
I'llwalk in ain no mora
I'ue naucr baen afraid of dcath,
Not like this befora
YaT as I st'ard dcath in the faca
l'm scard and ri7htlY aa
I've never thou4ht of thia bcfore,

Eut lfcel it's timc to 44
I ect outaidc and watch the moon,

Drawin4 atrdn7th from rt,
fm rcady to complctc the task'
To 4ct it ovcr with,
I lean up a7ainot thc porch'a rail
And draw forth a razor blade,

lf death io the pricc for oblirion,
It will bc 4ladly paid,
The razor wae of cold, blue etccl
That 7lietcnd in the ni7hfi
I put the blade to mY wriat,
And pulled with all nY mi7ht'
Aa the blade lcfb mY arm,
Flood ruehd to take ito Placa
And with the affort, lwas able to
Kcdp thc pain offmy faca
The other arm waaiuot aa quick
And thdn thciob waa donc,
I sat back for a momdnl
And juot watchd the blood run,

The razor droppd from mY handa
And clattcrd from mY handq
And clattcrcd to the boardt
And with thc blood of mY lifd out,
And lwae silcncd forevdr more.,.....

)ur I'{ eighb orho o d AIIeY

by Alison Young

My ohadw oLrelches ahead of me onI'he pavemenl'

It,is oV aoVhalff,hat' probably haon'lban reourtacd since

lhe day rlwas lad. Wecdo 7row in cracks be\uecn oecLions

thal bump up and olhers lhat sink doun. Ihe unc{en

alleyw ay oplila the fii o lin eo of b acky ardo. I f ul I have

diocwerd a oecrslwalkway: quie\, ohady and n4leaA'
M ayb e thc b a cky ar do ar e like lh e fr o nl;y ar ds' I w o uV

haveto run around and compare each backtn'tt'sfronf' 6ut'

I euopec| the fronly ardo are for ohw, whereas lhe
backyarde are atrue reflecYion of t'hehousctnnanir'o'

A oquare or recLanqubr ohapeio the only thinqlhc
backshavein common. Some arefencdt'o contain a

barkinq doq or t'oddla. OEhers aren'l aonfind al all and opill

nexl d-oor.-Morninq qlorieo have opread from t'he nei1hbor'o

backyardln enqulf a rustcdt'ricycle,t'he chiV lonq oince

qroNn.
Tr ashcans h aunl iJhe alleyw aye. Thcy us cd I'o t'opple

wer and raltle alonqt'he Tavemenl pushdby thewind' the
ndtr, brantn Vlaolic onee roll and t'he t'op ffieo likc a frisba' bul

thenoioeio qone.

Alleycafrs ioinlhetrashcans al nqhr' they pro'nl

srcrel opoto amonq i,lhe brambleo, howl in the dark and dash

acro66 ihe broken pavement . Squirrelo are where oquirrclo

qo alniqhl, and doqo areinlhehouses.
lf) s d es eftio n lh al r ealty h aunfr'o t'h e alleyw ay o; a

cer2ain sense of abandonment. The rooebush l&tn ramble'

t)he motorcyclelhal nedo repairo cwerd wrilh a fadd blue

tarp, qraoe 4oneto oed. Oack doore oflnn han7 on a oinqle

hin6c and'r'he qlaooio aackd.lhc dcoolalion may be

mimentarily rclie,tdW boyelhroninq a baoeball or ohootsnq

basket'o inln a yaraqe hoop' lt' relvrno when thcir ehouta are

4one an d bhe qui& ractt'les.
Thc alley'exlnndo ablockboundd al ctilher cndbylhc

sunshineinf'he cross sl,recl'. Whan I walkthe alleyvay,l

enter behindlhe ofuious of i,ihe surroundinq nctqhborhood'

$

2814 East Madison

Seaale Washington 981 12

tel. (206) 325'-1854

fax. (206) 323-0074
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lVolunteer BookkeePer !
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Very part time person who can help us keep up the paperwork for our grant

funding. work with our treasurer to interpret bureaucratic idiosyncracies'

Reward, Offered: the gift of knowing you're providing invaluable service to a

worthwh ile orgxization. (Also small bribes of food if needed)

gyyfy 5y catrtng ?earf Castb at s25-1546 or tfte

3{arTison Denny Cotnrrnmity Csntq, 86o-8o39.


